existence. Fame, and not wealth or know-
ledge, -was the goal toward which youths had
to strive Many a lad swore within himselt
as he crossed the threshold of his paternal
home, that he would not recross it until he had
made a name in the world: and many an
ambitious mother refused to see her sons
again unless they could "return home," as
the expression is, " caparisoned in brocade."
To shun shame or win a name, samurai boys
would submit to any privations and undergo
severest ordeals of bodily or mental suffer-
ing. They knew that honor won in youth
grows \vith age. In the memorable siege
of Osaka, a young son of lyeyasu, in spite
of his earnest entreaties to be put in the
vanguard, was placed at the rear of the
army. When the castle fell, he was so
chagrined and wept so bitterly that an old
councillor tried to console him with all the
resources at his command. " Take comfort,
Sire," said he, "at thought of the long
future before you. In the many years that
you may live, there will come divers oc-
casions to distinguish yourself." The boy
fixed his indignant gaze upon the man and
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